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Synopsis

"The World Must Know by Michael Berenbaum is a skillfully organized and clearly told account of
the German Holocaust that consumed, with unparalleled malevolence, six million Jews and millions
of innocent othersa *Protestants, Catholics, Poles, Russians, Gypsies, the handicapped, and so
many others, adults and children. This important book, a vital guide through the unique corridors of
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C., merits the widest of
audiences."a «Chaim Potok, author of The Chosen and The Promise The World Must Know
documents the compelling human stories of the Holocaust as told in the renowned permanent
exhibition of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. Drawing on the
museum’s extensive collection of artifacts, archives, and eyewitness testimonies, and augmented
with more than two hundred period photographs, this book serves as an enduring reminder of the
moral obligations of societies and individuals. This revised edition is enhanced with new insights
and updates based on archival information that had been inaccessible to researchers until after the
collapse of the Soviet Union and the Communist regimes of Eastern and Central Europe. It includes
new photographs, redrawn charts, a new section on the Holocaust in Greece, an updated
bibliography, and a new foreword by the museum director. Published on behalf of the United States

Holocaust Memorial Museum
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Customer Reviews

| was pleasantly surprised - while beeing shocked and horrified - that this book was NOT just a

"coffee table book" of pictures from the US Holocaust Museum and Memorial - not that one would



want a coffee-table book on that topic anyway. That it was published by/with the museum may give
the impression it's "just" a bunch of pictures - a printed tour through the museum. That is definitely
not the case.The book tells more through the well-written text than it does through the pictures. The
book would be excellent with no pictures at all - it's that well-written & edited. The pictures alone
would give an "eh, so what?" reaction. Together, they are a riveting and frightening story of this
terrible period in our history.l thought | knew something about the Holocaust - and | suppose | did
know as much as some people know - possibly more than most. This book opened my eyes even
further.Though | know antisemitism is unfortunately, still alive and well today - even in the United
States - | had no idea how powerful it was in the years leading to World War Il. This played a terrible
role in the systematic destruction of the Jewish people - not only by the Nazis - but also through the
cold-hearted or apathetic at best response by the rest of the world. Though most of us can show
clean hands when it comes to the hands-on role of actual killing, an awful lot of us still tolerate - or
even worse, practice the very kind of antisemitism that fueled the premeditated killing of so
many.This book could easily be an entire course on the Holocaust - from the earliest beginnings
and history of anti-jewish action in the world, through the actual event, and up until today.If | could

afford it, I'd buy copies of this book for a couple of holocaust rejectors.

| was fortunate to be able to visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum last summer - |
was deeply impressed by the exhibits and the meticulous documentation of the Holocaust. The
exterior is suitably stark in appearance, and the interior compellingly brings the Holocaust "alive" for
visitors. This is not a museum for really young children (I'd recommend it for ages 10 and up, with
great caution). Except for the ground level exhibit, the others truly convey the horrors and realities of
the Holocaust. When | saw this book at the museum bookstore, | purchased it immediately, even
though | have dozens of scholarly works on the subject (having taught Holocaust history for many
years whilst overseas). It was to serve as a memento of my visit to the museum (the other book |
purchased was | Never Saw Another Butterfly, a beautiful, lyrical, and heartbreaking work based on
the writings and artwork of Jewish children incarcerated in Terezin during WW II, many of whom
later perished in the Holocaust)."The World Must Know" aligns with the institution’s mission to
memorialize the Holocaust and its millions of victims. It compellingly and vividly narrates the story of
how the Holocaust occurred and the horrific consequences of this period, not only then, but the
lasting impact till the present day. The book is divided into three main sections, i.e.:The Nazi Assault
- there’s a brief overview of the vital and thriving Jewish culture which existed in many parts of

Europe before the Nazis came to power and put an end to it.
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